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Year 1 Unit 5: Plants

Plants: 

•	 are living things that grow and change
•	 are used to make materials and medicines
•	 create the oxygen we breathe
•	 can be found in homes, parks, and gardens. 
•	 include weeds, moss, ferns, grass, shrubs, 

flowers, and trees. 

Knowledge organiser 

Garden plants are plants that people 
choose to grow in their gardens. 
People may choose plants that:

•	 grow easily
•	 smell pleasant
•	 look beautiful
•	 attract insects.

Wild plants grow from seeds 
that fall from the plant. A wild 
plant doesn’t need to be 
looked after as it grows.

Deciduous trees loses 
their leaves in autumn.

Evergreen 
trees keep 
their leaves all 
year round.

Plants 
(fruits and 
vegetables) 
give us food.

Leaves - take in 
sunshine and use 
it to make food 
for the plant. 

Stem - holds the plant up and 
carries water to the leaves.

pond

bird

Blossom

water lilies

tulips

rose
nest

Plants give many 
animals a home.

The trunk of a 
tree is covered 
in bark.

Roots - keep the plant 
in the ground, and take 
in water from the soil.

sunflower

primulas

lavender



© Oxford University Press 2023

Year 6  Unit 1: Light 	 Useful vocabularyYear 1 Unit 5: Plants Useful vocabulary 

Word Definition

bark Bark is the hard covering round the trunk and 
branches of a tree. 

blossom Blossom is the flowers on a tree.

deciduous A deciduous tree is a tree that loses its leaves 
in autumn.

evergreen An evergreen is a tree that keeps its green leaves 
all year.

fern A fern is a plant with feathery leaves and no flowers.

flower A flower is the brightly coloured part of a plant.

food Food is anything that you eat to help you grow 
and be healthy.

fruit A fruit is the part of a plant which contains seeds. A 
lot of fruits taste sweet and are good to eat.

grass Grass is a green plant that covers the ground and is 
used for lawns and parks.

grow Living things grow and get larger.

insects An insect is an animal with six legs.

leaves The leaves on a plant are the green parts that grow 
at the ends of the stems and branches.

Word Definition

medicine Medicine is a special liquid or tablet that you take 
when you are ill to make you better.

moss A plant that grows in damp places and has 
no flowers.

nettle A nettle is a plant with leaves that can sting you.

petals Petals are the outer part of a flower.

plant Living things that make their food using sunlight 
are called plants.

roots The roots of a plant are the parts that grow under 
the ground.

shrub A bush or small tree.

soil Soil is the brown earth that plants grow in.

stem A stem is the long, thin part of a plant that grows 
up out of the ground.

tree A tree is a tall plant that has a thick trunk, 
branches and leaves.

trunk The trunk on a tree is the thick stem that grows up 
out of the ground. 

weed Weeds are plants that we don’t want.


